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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 02103 221424Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO AGRE-00 IGA-02 AID-05 
MED-03 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 
SNM-02 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 OMB-01 HEW-06 
L-03 H-02 DODE-OO IOE-OO /093 W 

221429Z 039448/41 

P R 221350Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6855 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 

UNCLAS ANKARA 2103 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, TU 

SUBJ: TURKISH LAWS PERTAINING TO MARIJUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . UNDER TURKISH LAW, MINIMUM PENALTY FOR SIMPLE POSSESSION 
OF MARIJUANA OR HASHISH IS THREE YEARS IN PRISON (FIVE YEARS 
MAXIMUM) ALTHOUGH PART OF SENTENCE MAY BE COMMUTED FOR 
EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES OR GOOD BEHAVIOR IN PRISION. 

MINIMUM STAY IN PRISION FOR THOSE CONVICTED USUALLY IS ABOUT 
TWO TO TWO AND A HALF YEARS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 02103 221424Z 

2. PUNISHMENTS FOR POSSESSION FOR PURPOSES OF TRAFFICKING 
OR SUMUGGLING BY A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL RANGE FROM FIVE TO 

TEN YEARS OF RIGOROUS IMPRESIONMENT IN THE CASE OF MARIJUANA 
AND FROM TEN YEARS TO LIFE FOR HASHISH. BUT IN PRACTICE 
THE TURKS MADE NO SHARP DISTINCTION BETWEEN MARIJUANA AND 
HASHISH, NORMALLY APPLYING THE LABEL "HASHISH" TO HIGH-GRADE 
MARIJUANA. 
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3. IN THE CASE OF CONSPIRACY OR COMMISSION OF SMUGGLING OR 
TRAFFICKING BY TWO OR MORE PERSONS, PENALTIES IN PARA 2 
ABOVE ARE INCREASED BY 100 PERCENT (CONSPIRACY) OR 

50 PERCENT (JOINT COMMISSION) ALTHOUGH THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
THE TWO IS NOT ALWAYS CLEAR. JOINT OR CONSPIRATORIAL 
UNLICENSED IMPORT OR EXPROT OF "HASHISH" IS PUNISHABLE 
BY DEATH. (DEATH PENALTY WAS DECREED AS RECENTLY AS NOV., 1976, 
IN A CASE INVOLVING YOUNG GERMAN HASHISH SMUGGLERS, ALTHOUGH, 
AS IS USUAL, THE SENTENCE WAS COMMUTED TO LIFE INPRISONMENT). 

4. TURKISH NARCOTICS LAWS ARE APPLIED VERY STRICTLY, WITH 

NO SPECIAL LENIENCY SHOWN FOR OFFENSES INVOLVING MARIJUANA 
OR HASHISH. 

MACOMBER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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